Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 









^kW^- 







>;,^:^m^ 



£/S/S/H/H/S/S/2/S/S/S/S/S/5/S£/S/2/S/S/H/H/S/S/S/S/S/S/S/H/S/S/S/H/S/H/H 



GENERAL LIBRARY 



/H/3/^ 



OF 



University of Michigan 



s 



Presented by 




..^Ma3?> ... jlsUk.. 



.1900 



^!/3/S/S/S/S/S/SJS/S/S/S/S/S/SJSJS/S/S/S/S/S/S/E!/SjS/S/S/S/S/S/S/SJI 



r . 
»■ ■ 



k: 




7%5r" 






r.-? 



-r r 






I^i^' 



\ ^_^ ■ 



J* . . - 






^ ' -r- 



»^ 



c - -V 



. - vV 



r.'-.. • 



A , T 



\--'' 



.- i".* r'.- S»r' ■^'' 



k 



J 






■■ t 



t ' 







ftW 



Qy^^ ^S^£>f 




^v. 



>J 



» *■ 



•-•*«• 






'\ 



•^>. ^?sS-. 



^M«^ 



'i^ ^^^ 



i 



A PLEA 



lom 



FRIENDSHIP AND PATRIOTISM ; 






nr ^ I _Tn- 



TWO DISCOURSES, 



:PftZACHSD AT nitST GHVKCSi VR BOBTOlTy 



ON LORD^S DAY, 27 MARCH, 



AVD 



ON THE ANNUAL FAST, 7 APRIU 



« D e c X I T. is \} k 



" Ai beetmittd DMtar dnw from fiaffiant flowen. 
« So meo froiH Pnendihip, wcn/om ami dWi^A^. 
•• Heamen pT« ut ftienda to blu$ thepruera nene ; 

• Semmet tbem, to prt^fktre us for the nea-tJ* 

YOUKO, Niglit m 471. Ofwf DC. 387. 
.«M»" Wlieii tma publie virtue to be found 
"Where private ««* not? Can he lore the whole 
1 Who *«*?» no part ? ^ He be a nation>k IHend 
** who u ui truth the ftiend of no maii thtm ? 

* Can he be •trenuuiu in hit eo«ntry*t eauae 

** Who tiighti the eharitie«»for who«f dtar Mke 
"AataountrsrifataUinvstbebeloved**' COWPBB, IMb, T. nt. 
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AND KIND COURTESIES. 
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NOT without strong^ reluctance, does the writer yield up 
these discourses. The wishes ofnumbers, who are entitled 
to highest consideration, have been urged in a manner, which 
he could not resist. Among many expressions of regard, too 
flattering to be repeated, the following had decisive effect. 
'* In making this request, we think we are not actuated by 
any improper political bias, nor by ai^ other than a high sense 
of the value and use/ulnets of these discourses. Extremely 
desirous of preserving them in a more durable form than man* 
uscript ; we wtah to hanre them In emrfmniH$M, and to leave 
them to our Children/' Some friends, in whose judgment 
confidence is reposed, have united in a similar opinion of their 
good tendenty. CordiaUy reciproca ti ng aH the fneiwHy sentiments 
of the address, and disposed to give to the Hbarers and their 
Familixs some memorial, however feeble, of his sincere 
gratitude ; he has controlled objections otherwise insupera. 
ble : and consents to the multipiicaiion of cofiies of what was 
composed very rapidly, amid many pressing engagements ; 
and from utter want of leisure, cannot receive a thorough re- 
visal. Probably some will perceive a few slight alterations, 
and several omissions. 



THE PLEASURES, BENEFITS^ AND OBLIGATION!^ 
OF CHRISTUK FBIENDSHIP. 

SABBATH ABTBKXOOJr, XXTII MARCH. 



" TAy Friendy tckich is as thine oum sotrf. 
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JL HE revelationv^ ivbich God in his infinite 
wisdom and grace has been pleased to be- 
stow on his rational offspring, coafiFms and 
sanctions all the deductions of sound reason^ 
It unfolds many troths, which the human un« 
derstanding could not have discovered ; it 
prescribes many duties which this never had, 
and never would have taught. It has defined 
with certainty, what was doubtful ; limited, 
what was vague ; corrected, what was mis- 
taking ; rectified, what was erroneous^ in the. 
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scliemes of human moralists. Supfrfying 
their innumerable defects, it puri&s and re- 
fine them from the infirmity and cormptioa 
with which most or all were deeply tinctured. 
But it does not aimul, what in them was use- 
ful and important ; it does not repeal, what 
was of re4 obligation ; it doca not condemn, 
what was innocent or safe* 

These remarks may be applied, as far as 
admitted to be just, in vindication of friend- 
ship. This has been represented, as one of 
the ^^ fictitious virtues, wh|ch have i^ll> no 
intrinslGk merit in them,, and are totally incom- 
patible with the genius and spirit of the chiiS'- 
tian religion."^ It cannot be uninlerei^ng 
or unuseful to examine the justice of this 
sentence, preparatory to the main object of 
the present discourse ; which is, to treat of 
the innocent pleasures, the important benefits, 
and sacred obligations of true friendsbip. We 
have all prol^bly formed ks tender atlach* 
meats ; most of us fondfy ditri^ them, » 

* **A Viev) of the Internal Evidence of the Christian SeligM*: 
by Soame Jenyns, esq. — Wcwfcs, Lond. Svo. 1790, vol. iv. pp. 
290. See Prop. III. p. 34, SS, 40, 41. Shaftesbury, wliose 
fine powers were unhappily exerted against the cause Mrl»ich 
%\vt other would defend, haa adduced xhfi sup^ooed omission 
of this virtue as a capital defect in the code ef evangelical ethich. 
Cbaractert8li«k«> 1. p. %% &c. * . 
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allowed by duty, while we feel, that they pro« 
mote our happiness. But precious as is this 
sentiment, dear as are the delights which it 
bestows ; dosely entwined as it is arocindour 
hearts, yet if it be a plant which our heaveni^ 
Father hath fwi planted, it must be rooted t^ 
If found to interfere with aUegiance to our 
Divine Redeemer, incorporated as it may be 
with our inmost soul, it must be torn thence, 
whatever violence the effort may demand, 
whatever anguish the separation may inflict. 
Costly as the sacrifice may prove, it must be 
stiU made, and made willingly. Be it the 
right hand ? If in rebellton to Jesus, and 
his law, cut it off! The right eye ? If it 
rove in mdiflferenoe, or flash in hostility to 
YiiUjphick it out I Let no love, alien from 
Him, be cherished ; no sentiment, disapprov- 
ed by Him, be indulged ; no action or enjoy- 
ment, unauAorized by Him, l)e allowed. 

What is to be underetood by the FrieitDi 
who ii ai our amn sotd ? > They who under* 
value friendship, attempt to justify their cen- 
sure, by confounding it with the excesses, by 
which it is sometimes accompanied or follow- 
ed. The exclusion of this, from the class of 
real and important virtues, must beehiefly 
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predicated on a partial definition. The argu- 
ment begins with a begging of the question. 
Admit that it is *^* narrow and confined, and 
appropriates that benevolence to a single ob- 
ject, which is commanded to be extended 
aver all ;'' allow that ^ alliances in parties^ 
factions, and interests are its usual parents ;'' 
and who will withhold assent from the infer* 
ence, that it is *^ mischievous and criminal, 
and consequently forbidden by our pure and 
holy religion." But we solemnly protest 
both against the premises and the conclusion. 
It must be granted, indeed, that like every 
good it may be, and often is, abused ; that,, 
like filial, and {raternal,and conjugaI,and paren- 
tal affection, it may be indulged to a criminal 
extreme. As " the perversion of the best 
things is most pernicious," its excess may 
tend to produce some of the evils alleged ; 
still it is believed and contended that, in itself, 
it is innocent ; in its eflfects, beneficial ; and 
that, while consonant to the nature, wants, and 
interests of man, it is abundantly supported 
and sanctioned, if not by direct injunctions^ 
yet by numerous implied commendations, 
and the highest examples, in the scriptures 
both of the Old and New Testament. 

* Jtnyns, p. 40, 41. 



To HToid the mistake, whidi its eloquent 
accuser appears to have committed, of giving 
a definition nccommodated to his particular 
view ; it is safest to recur to the stan<krd 
authorities. They, who have no purpose t6 
subserve, but whose only object is to give in- 
formaitioii of the legitimate and established 
meaning of words^ describe it^— ^' The sU^ 
of minds united together by mutual benevo- 
lence ; the hi g hest degree of intimacy ;^'^ 
*' The oonneicion with tbose whom we love 
and esteem above others ; to whom we im- 
part our minds from a confidence of their in- 
tegrity and good wilL'^t *' The cleaving of 
oar afiections to aU with whom we have fre- 
quent pleasing inlcrcoarses» wi^h mutual ob- 
ligations, is the found^Qp of friendship, 
which yet catmot subsist kmg^ but among the 
truly religious.^^X 

Is not such a union allowable ? It seems 
evidently dictated by the constitution and ne- 
cessities, desires and tastes of human beings, 
Man is weak, and needs help. Absolutely 

*^ Johnson, Samuel, Otct. and BArclay, Walker, Sfaeridan. 
t Cruden*s Concordance, Friend. 

% Hartley, David, •* Obsenrationt on Man," &c 4to. t«ond. 
inu pp. rM-^anlL J^. 169, p.486. 
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and totally dependent in infancy, without the 
care of the best earthly friend, the little animal 
would inevitably perish. Fostered and nur- 
tured by maternal affection and care ; guard- 
ed and guided by tlie partner, on whom de- 
volves the joint sdiicitude and toil and happi- 
ness of education, the child is preserved. The 
body advances in vigour, and is trained to 
habits of salutary exercise and useful labour. 
The mind — ^the ethereal, immortal part, is di- 
rected to a right exertion of its m>ble facul- 
ties, learns to employ its vast capacities ; and 
thus is matured the intellectual and moral 
man. Thrown on the protection, and help, 
and regard of connexions at the commence- 
ment of this probation^ man during its contin- 
uance finds great occasion for assistance from 
others. Strong inclinations concur, with all 
the estimates of duty and calculations of in- 
terest, to lead us to form associations with 
one another. We thus extend the pleasures 
and benefits, which flow from the relations 
of consanguinity. These voluntary compacts 
are of various degrees ofcloseness and tender- 
ness ; and as various, are the obligations 
which they impose, the blessings they confer. 
^They are' not to be allowed to interfere widi 
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eachotfaer, nor with the higher duty of gene- 
ml benevolence. Nay : — they are all to be 
so regulated as to cooperate with this, which 
is as emphatically as justly termed, the royal 
law of lave. When rightly formed and con- 
trolled, they promote, they perfect one anoth- 
er ; and at the same time, strengthen the 
principle of universal good will. Of the vir- 
tues, even in a better and sublimer sense, and 
with as exact truth as of the scienoes, it may 
be averre^ ^' they have a common bond of 
alliance.'* The "good child is prepared to be 
a good sister or brother, and friend, and 
nei^ibour, and member of civil society ; .and 
also to cherish all right dispositions towards 
the whole family of the Common Father — ^to- 
wards every subject of the Universal Sove- 
reign. The social and publick virtues do in- 
deed grow naturally from domestick feelings, 
indulged and improved aright. Fidelity in 
family attachments^ leads to the same virtue 
in friendly connexions. These invigorate 
the affections, which a good man will cherish 
for the community to which he belongs ; 
and they all prepare for a right estimate of 
the claims of mankind on his regards. The 
pretended love of the whole is a self delusiim, 
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or an impositiOiH when fiofiesMdfajr iach^asdo 
not eherish all due lave of the parts. Do yoo. 
lnok for publick spirit in the man who neglects 
fff'ivate oblifi^ions ? Do you find the bad son 
a good citi2en» the firiae fiiend a true patriot ?^ 
Do those who forego, the sympathies of kindred 
snd firiendship prove, though they pietend, 
tibat they ve mwe benevolent tlun Uiose, who^ 
wtule tli^ strive to Aammr 0U men^ indulge 
and avow a special kme for the brotherhood* 

No ! friendly and soeial attachments^ as 
Uiey are r^it, so they aid^ not impede^ mofe 
extensive charities. As man is dbposed Md 
dMspelied to have recourse to> those fiip eflj^« 
tateA and help ; so to these he has impetative 
calls. Separated from others, he cannot be 
happy, he is not virtueusk If the secluded 
being do mH sink into the obdamacy of sd^* 
fishness, nor rankle with misandiropy ; if he be 
90t darkened with supecstiticm, nor debased 
by sensuality ; stjU be may not fulfil in ex* 
tent the great purposes of his probation. lo^ 
anlated from the converse and the carea of so« 



I • A o«iiiolden«e wm n^tioed after tbe deHvety, Wtw««fti 

this and tbe lines which are used as a motto, from Cowper* 
Uiat holiest and sweetest of mortal bards, to whom just^ 
helones, with the warmest admiration Cbraemiu, and learniafi 
and virtue, the highest praise, that |ie left <' no line, which, 
4|iiig> he would wwkto bWC** 



•H VRllSIIBSHIP. ^9 

dal life, no one can be so useful, or discharge 
with such effect, the requirements of Reason 
and Religion, as when acting and sufiering 
with his fellows, in the various relations of 
kindred, friendship, affection, and country. 

Thus required by the constitution and con- 
dition, agreeable to the feelings, honourable 
to the character of rational creatures as is 
friendship ; let us ascertain the consent or 
injunctions of revelation respecting it. 

It was conceded, that this might not be the 
subject of any positive command of christian- 
ity. But if this negative argument were ad« 
mitted as decisive, it might be found to prove 
too much* Many other allowable and incum* 
bent affections might be included in a sen- 
tence of rejection, which was predicated only 
on the omission «f an absolute enforcement 
of the(n. Perhaps the great law of self pres- 
ervation, would be found to rest chiefly, if not 
solely, on its connexion with the very exists 
ence of society ; and on the exhortations to 
temperance, industry, and other personal vir* 
tues, which operate to this effect, and involve 
its obligation. The former covenant une- 
quivocally authorizes and requires the affec- 
tion under consideration. Being of a mond 

B 
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nature, if not rescinded, nor positiv^ censur- 
ed by our Lawgiver, is not the presumption 
strong, almost to certainty, that it is bindii^ 
on us f The question being chiefly in regard 
to our dispensation, multiplied quotations will, 
not be sought from that of the ancient church. 
The context most plainly conveys permission 
and approbation of friendship. The close in- 
timacy to which some may be admitted, even 
a union like that which subsists between soul 
and body, not only is not reproved as crimi- 
nal, butls named in connexion with the fra- 
ternal, and filial, andx^onjugal relations ; and 
the only caution is against the enticement to 
sin, which either might occasion. " If thy 
brother, or thy son, or thy daughter, or the 
wife of thy bosom, or thy friend, which is as 
ihine own soul, entice thee,^ying. Let us go 
^ter other .gods — thou shalt not consent unto 
him, norhearken unto him, neither shall thine 
eye pity him, neither shalt thou spare Ihri^ 
neither shalt thou conced him.'' The natural 
and obvious inference is, that the love (^ 
friends is as justifiable, as of domestick con- 
nexions ; that its influence is as strong or 
stronger ; that the perversion of this influence 
is as cautiously to be watched and resisted. 
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Throughout the historical books are inter* 
spersed alhisions to the firmest and most de- 
voted friendships. Who does not remember 
the mutual attachment^ thus exquisitely de- 
scribed ; '* The soul of Jonathan was knit witB 
the soul of David ; and Jonathan loved him as 
his own soul. Then Jonathan and David made 
a covenant, because he loved him as his own 
soul.'' What eye but has glistened at the 
plaintive elegy ;. " They wece lovely and 
pleasant in their lives, and/' Oliappy friends t 
**jn their death they were not divided." "J 
am distressed for thee,, my brother^ very 
pleasant hast thou been unto me ; thy k>ve to 
me was wonderful, passing the love of 
women." In the sacred poets and pn^hets 
are many direct preceptsi, or plain intimations, 
favourable to suck connexions. The vrisest 
of men has this, among other similar exhorta- 
tions ; '^ Thine own feienb and thy fath*. 
er's friend, forsake not." He says, " A 
7Ri£ND loveth at all times ; and there is a 
FBiXKD, that sticketh closer than a brother." 
But one infinitely greater than Moses or Soh 
gmon^ is here ! Jesus Christ did not interdict 
his followers the enjoyments and benefits of 
friendship. Again and again he speakS| in 
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his parables, oi those in this relation, without 
any express or implied cei^ure of their spe- 
cial regard. To one whom he had liberated 
from the legion of uneken spirits^ he said, 
*^ Go home to thy friends, and tell them 
what great thii^ the Lord hath done fw 
thee/' Why should this gracious con^era- 
tion ol the delight which would be experien* 
ced by others, from the recovery c^ this de- 
moninck, be limited to the drcle of iamily ? 
Extend it, and it is illustrative oi the conde* 
scending interest which the Saviour, in hts 
humanr nature, felt in the joys of friendship. 
Bui, if a doubt exist on this head, it mu6t be 
put to rest by his tender expression to the dis* 
df^S) respecting Lazarus ; '^Our frxeitd 
sleepeth*^^ View him at the grave^ where the 
Jews seeing that he wept^ saidy behold how ns. 
%x>yEi>him. Hear what the beloved biS'* 
CI PL £ says oS his regard for the family of this 
fiivourcd £R|iEND : ^^ Jcsus LOVED Marthd) 
and her sister, and Lazarus." Above all, at- 
tend to his pathetick appeal respecting the pu- 
rity and degree of his benevolence for man- 
lund ; ^^ Greater love hath no man tlian thts^ 
that a man lay down his life for his friends ;'' 



ON FRXJBirWlRir. i^ 

and dismiss the allegati<Miy that bi^ gospel 
^ves no countenance to private friendship. 

The second general head was, to treat of 
the pleasures, benefits, and obligations of true 
friendship. Who doubts— who has not ex- 
perienced — ^the satisfkctions' and advantages 
of this union of soul f In the sunshine of 
prosperity, we l^ok eagerly round for some 
kindred spirit, to whom the bright and mellow 
colouring of the landscape may be pointed 
out. The heart, that beats high whh hqie, or 
is light with happiness, pants te impart of its 
joy to some other that harmonises with its 
sentiments. J^.xcitement to duty, as well as 
partitipation of delight, is found in friendly 
intercourse. Few considerations, 8ub<^dinate 
to the highest and best motives, desire for the 
favour of God, and respect for his sovereign 
authority, are more iiifluentnl in exciting and 
maturing good dispositions and habits, thao 
desires for the friendship of the wise and vir- 
tuous among oftr fellow mortals. Few means 
are more productive of right sentiments and 
good actions, than the example and approba- 
tion of the excellent. As vice is proverbially 
contagious, there is also an important influence 
exercised by virtue. This is almost without 



limitation, when to the cotnmon chims of a 
good example is superadded the consideni^ 
tion, that this pattern is set, this model exhib* 
ited, by one whom we ^ory in esteeming, doi, 
whose esteem is essential to our enjoy meet* 

When calamities threaten or opf^eas, how 
encouraging is the presence, how valaaUe 
the support, of a friend.^ By his kind asaal* 
ance, perplexity is unravelled, doubt is reliev- 
ed, despondence is cheered. The well known 
accents of sincere regard, proceeding from 
the soul, reach the souL In the lassitude of 
confinement, during the wasting of diseaac, 
amid .the anguish of decay, its gentle band 

• 

can calm the throbbings of an aching head, 
and quiet the tumults of a bursting heart. 
While the bed of decline is made smooth 
and soft, when prepared by its skill ; its kind 
offices " can minister to a mind diseased"-^ 
ijts almost magick power strew some poppies 
over the pillow of distraction. Nothing be* 
sides religion can contribute to patience and 
serenity, comparable to genuine friendship. 
And how tenfold potent are the appeals to 
conscience, how irresistible the call to seek 
unto the God of mercy, when both bl^id in 

• " A faithfii) friend is the medicine of iijt / and they tfcat 
fsar the Lord shall find him." Ecclesiasticus vi. 16, 
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the CGunsek of wisdoin. To the mourning, 
na solace but pbty can compare with sympa- 
Illy : combiBf diy they may charm to peace the 
scHil, that is wrung with the agony of bereave- 
ment^. Their southing consolations, or, more 
eoothk^ ^lent partiqi^tion, can hush the 
ri^g sigh, repress tlie convulsive sob. The 
tear, which they wipe, away, falls witli contin- 
ually deci^easii^ bitterness. The gloom, 
which their presence relieves, is soon made 
less obscure : a pleasing glimmering of hope 
breaks through the dark cloud ; and faith 
pmirs its full effulgence through the vista that 
opens into eternity. 

Such are a few of the plainest and most 
pslpabte pleasures and comforts of true 
friendship. In order that it be in the highest 
degree instrumental to such vast benefits, 
and subserve these important purposes, it must 
be founded on the basis of piety, cemented 
by the principles of virtue. While cherish- 
ed for the social delights it imparts, the fa- 
vourable influence it exerts, and the solace it 
fumi^s ; never let it be forgotten that it in- 
Yolves mpmentous obligations. 

These would afford abundant materials for 
a long disco^rse• The qualifications of a 



true fiiend, die qualities both of mind and 
heart indispensable and desiraUe, in one who 
is to become as our own soul, might here be 
advantageously considered. The caution re* 
quisite in commencing a connexion so intt* 
mate and so important r the permanenejr 
which should attach to it, when judictcusly 
formed ; these and various other particulars 
of a similar kind, must be waved r andsome* 
thing offered on the peculiar duties of friend* 
ship. The few hints that can alone be given 
may be included under the comprehensive 
requisitions of sincerity with fervour, and 
fidelity with tenderness. 

Sincerity is an essential principle of every 
virtue ; one of the cardinal points of a be> 
nevolent and pious character. Iq friendship 
it is vital. Here can be no compromise or 
accommodation with policy or cuYming : 
without real unfeigned affection, it is nothing. 
The good will, which is satisfied with gene- 
ral wishes for the eomfi^rt or prosperity of 
those around us, has no claim to the sacred 
name of amity. The cold assurances of cer- 
emony, the empty forms of civility, are to be 
understood but as the currency of general in- 
tercourse. At the hoBow pretensioni^ of the 
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iatter^rt «nd the smooth subtlety of the sordid 
hypocrite, the heart sickens with disgust, re- 
vidts^jiinth indication* The true friend is 
M thin€ 0wn S9ul : his regard as sincere, his 
aliachoient as ardent, his solicitude as great, 
as that which ^ch may and ought to cherish 
for sdf. How does, or rather how should, 
this instinctive a&ction operate in reference 
to the individual ; be that, as far as it can be " 
applied, tUe standard of the love that is cher* 
i^Jied for oi;ir other selves. They deserve not 
to be or to have friends, who do not with ea- 
^er aiid unwearied zeal strive to advance their 
intellectual, and moral, and religious character. 
Umkrstanding is the grand prerogative of 
i^an ; and by the superiour degree in which 
it is culliva^d is a man distinguished above 
his fellows* The bountiful Cneator has con- 
ferred no gift either to be slothfuUy hid in the 
earthy or prodigally wasted in riot. Every 
ttdent is- to be occupied ; evert/ portion of 
goods to be improved. He will demand an 
account of our stewardship. All are bound, 
according to their several advantages and ca- 
pacities to improve the faculties of the mind, 
as well as the powers of the body, and the af- 
fections of the heart. Their enlargement 



' 
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conduces to the troe dignity and pikre iiiidtjr 
of an immortal nature^- This clevatioR and 
enjoyment let us diligently seek for ourselves 
and our friends ; and for the altainme8t, jokit 
efforts are in some respects more favooimUt 
than solitary toil. There is a glow in ttnited 
inquiries, which is most favouvable to their 
easy pursuit and successful result* At iron 
sharpeneth iron^ so does a man the iiigemiitf 
as well as the countenance ofhisJHend^ The 
communication of the progress gained, and 
purposes contemplated ; of the difficulliea c»«> 
countered or overcome ; of the discoverifiB 
made or expected ; these and many other in* 
citements and facilities arise from cooperation. 
They fiimish to friends motives for seeing, 
and advantages fcxr securing,, each other's im* 
provement in wisdom* 

Valuable however as is this mental culture^ 
there is another, of far higher worth and more 
solemn obligation, the culture of the heart. 
Ail may not have the power or means to attatn 
any eminent rank in the acquisitions of the 
understanding ; but in purity and expansion 
of the affections, in the amiable and gentle 
graces of a kind temper, and a generous sen* 
Siibility, and an enlarged philanthropy, all 
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majr and ought excel* To cherish these in 
wr.own soulsy to promote and strengthen 
tb^A ki the souls of oih* friends, let no anxiety 
be thought too great, no desh]e too vehement, 
no^xertions too severe.«--*On these, far more 
Ikm on talents or learning, does tfie perma-. 
nercy of esteem as well as the tenderness of 
attachment depend. ' These are the -weightier 
mutters of Gon's hw^ compared with which 
scimice, literature, and arts, valuable and 
beftotiful 1^ they may be, are but th^ fading 
flower, the perishing herb. " Whether 
there be toitcites, they shall cease ; whether 
there be knowledge, it ^hall vanish away; 
but CHARITY never faileth." Love to God 
and love .to man are of eternal and intrinsick 
value ; learning, but as it subserves these, is 
worthless ; if it impede these, by the pride it 
ofien generates ; if it inteifere with their ex- 
ercise, by transferring, as it sometimes does, 
the homage to the idol reason, it is far worse 
than useless. The growth of goodness then, 
let us seek and secure. This must be done^ 
and Me other not left undone. 

The crowmng mark^ of sificere and fervent 
attachment amoi^ friends^ remains to be con- 
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sidered. They are to seek not only ^ proim)* 
ting of the intdlectual aiid moral cbanicter of 
each other, but their saving acquaintance mth 
true religion. On evangdlcal piety only can 
a consistent moratity be ereeted. Thejear of 
the Lord as it is Me begimmg^ so is k the 
consummation of genuine wisdom and virtxie. 
While we love to take sweet cmmsely with 
those who are to us as our awn souls ; let us 
above all delight to go to the house ^f GO0 in 
eompamf^ and to stt down together al the teble 
<rf Chkist. Be our most solicitous effort, 
our most importunate pcayer, that our friends 
be the friends of our Saviour^ that ^^ they be- 
lieve in Him to the saving of their souls/^ 
Uiat ^^ their faith work by love and overcome 
die world.'' Thus *^ walking^in all the com- 
mandments and ordinances of the Lord blame- 
less, truly our fellowship will be with the- 
Father and with his Son Jesus Christ." Thus 
we may indulge the hope, and hold fast the 
conjidence^ and the rejoicing of the hope firm 
unfo the end^ that death will not be the^ final 
severing of the ties which connect our afflic- 
tions and hearts as one. 

To the improvement, and, as far as is at- 
tainable, to the perfection of one another, in 



aS tiiese rnpetU^ the tender fidelity which 
was named, as another primary obligation of 
IKendsbip, wiH prove a powerful auxiliary. 
All that are in this tabernacle do groan being 
burdened with sin, and assailed by tempta- 
tion ; suffering under infirmity, prone to 
transgression. Until the reign of righteous- 
ness shall commencei one indispensable office 
of earthly friendship must be, to watch with 
feithful care over those whom it embraces. 
Here, as before, the enquiry crowds on the 
mind : how should each frail mortal, with 
** this body of sin and death,** •* keep the heart 
with all diligence ;** ** watch and pray not to 
fiiU into temptation*' ? How should we ex- 
plore every recess of the soul, to detect re- 
maining corruptions, and scrutinize every 
thought and way, to ascertain the iniquities 
that still cleave to us ? So too should each 
with fidelity examine, with tenderness but 
justice reprove, the faults and sins of his other 
self. Thus miitually watcliing over one anoth- 
er, the cognizance of conscience, the vicege- 
rent of heaven, over the heart and life, is as it 
were doubled. Another judge of character 

is secured ; with the immense benefit of a 
c 
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decision from a trihupal not indeed . rem^ 
from any mflucnce of affection, but not und^ 
so controlling a bias from self-loicet W Q^ 
own judgment. Mistakes in . cooductt long 
indulged, become habitual ; er(Qurs . in opio^ 
ion, long cherished, become deep- rooted* . Wc 
discern them with greater difficulty, vire c^n* 
vass them with more compiaoenoy^ . thap. 
>¥ould another* Here then is. .one most imr 
portant service, one most kind office of th^ 
friend ; to point, out with scrupulous exactf 
oess every foible that violates the deQQrii0i« 
or lessens the usefulness, or impairs the digpi^ 
ty of a rational being ; «stiU more to imrk.and 
reprobate whatever is a failure of duty, or 
verges towards guilt. They who thus probe hs 
to the quick, not to inflict sufferiijg or. dis^pl^ 
^kill, but to ccmvinci;. ^nd to .heaU thi^^ane 
our benefactors indeed. *^ Faithful ^re ^ 
wounds of a friend." ^^ Let the righteous smite 
me, it shall be a kindness, and let him r^ptovf^ 
me, it shall be an excellent oil, whiQh ^lall 
not break my head.'' 

If the subject now discussedf f^pear. pf 
le^s magnitude, than those on which: jgt is jiail* 
ally my effort to engage your atteatiou; still 
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itislioped, that it T^ill not be regarded as 
unnseful, especially to the younger part of 
those to whom it is addressed. Be exhorted 
t0 exanline the views given^ from time to 
time, of the 'great doctrines and the momen- 
tous duties of our holy religion, by the uner- 
t'ing oracles of Go9. There too you are de- 
sired to look f&r the sublimest maxims, and 
most captivating patterns, of all the social vir- 
tues. It is peculiarly congenial to your sus- 
ceptible age, to ponder on the precepts and 
example^ which enforce and illustrate the 
nature and operation of friendship. To the 
gospd you are referred for information, what 
ii^ its pure and* spotless form. Of this, as of 
every posdfole excellence, Jesus has given 4 
perfect model. To remind you of what was 
befbre mentioned, respecting the happy family 
at Bethany, might suffice to justify this remark. 
But allow me to ask you particularly to notice 
tiie more explicit and more affecting illustra- 
tion he gave, in the prospect and under the 
sufferings of death. See die preeminently fa- 
voured disciple indulged with the sacred 
prifflegb of leaning on Jesus* bosom. Maii^ 
him,^ alone of the little fraternity, attending 
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with tbe mtmt Umml among wm»m tH 4kft 
foot of the cross, the witnesses •£ all 4ls agoiiy^ 
and <rf*all its triumph. Utoteni^ tbetqucbifig 
expression of oooMentisdi ideiiMiip whixpb 
die Bivivx svtfz^%n gftve ; at onoe.tha 
most decisive' evidejM^e of his perfect self pos^^. 
flesston, and compassimi^ solioiludis for oth-^ 
ers. " When Jxsvs $aw hismollier) afHl the 
dbciple standing by, whom he Icwed, hei saidk 
unto bis mother. Behold thyson. - Then saith 
be to the disciple, Behidd tby mother^" Xm 
tfie admirer of the trtilj aubUaeie, in charaotei^ 
or composition^ relinquish the fruitless search 
after one paraUd to this, in aU the coin^ss oC 
human history or filerature. Let the enthu** 
^Msdck indent of olassick beautieOi oc theviK 
tary of isensibility nuike no pretCMe, that m dl 
die treasures of eloquenee or poetry, produiaed 
by human genius, is one passage of coMpam*^ 
ble simplicity and pathos. If tbe scriptum 
had not infinitely higher chims, they would 
be inestimable^ as the most impoitant a»d an* 
thenlack Mstory, the most peHfect models of 
beauty and sublimity in wriiiiig« Be iutraau 
ed then most diligently to stady y and lo mafca 
perfectly &»fliv, ifais .bksaed vokteit ; . in 
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Its ttnitliii'af& itf^ divine SQ^criljr, Itt « all^ 
ikhMd %$*4ki^L&rdt, mbenif briiere ihem ;^ 
itt IaWf» l0*e just Mdbtoevoletit, lei qs coasck 
aMidurijr obey tfMUi - it is ki lA res{>ect9 
ad&pt^l* to oiiriiece98llii0% aeeommodated to 
oHf wants, promdtiire of ourHpi^neds* Tfa^ 
affedidfi, flow* tontentidated^, bbdievedto ae« 
elA^d'^^its spirily'itnd to ccx^rate in its 
iisign, to* mate meA bappier$ wore vinii0U% 
moi^ pimi«, iMi»e eonfenned tothe twSl of 
Ckid, liicM hifttrtifiteirtsd id the happiness of 
€ach other* If this beits tendtsicy, we sureljr 
need not extingiiMi t those strong desires^ 
which are impkntedwidnn ns; or resnst tbost 
eonfiideraNioiiS' offt^ty^fiS' well as of gratis 
eatbn, whidi impd tofmnd^bip. * But these 
inumfac s at^ e^ifiiates we to be sanctified hf 
the soffit of fssMt refig^nv that their resttH, to-< 
gether wMi aif onr seiitiiiients a^d Ktions^ 
ho imde;«fliifiii»if}|it.|o ikm uMmt fim»» 
To lbl» k» wt«^M» l» ted ip the lia|i|ikst 

«tr«nM»^ JQf 4o tlw ^BTQ^Mo^jf ii^^tyy ^ 
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health, and every good g^^ wbich^we bdkM* 
or enjoy, to the munificoot author of ali oar 
Uessiogs. Let sy mpttfagry'too, aim to lead ms 
in the sorrows of life to eyt thefaaidof nunrcgr*; 
The .lor»y wind, or ^ Uaobg. i»id»w.. 
that byf our hc^iea loir la the ^ixsX^fuffikkU 
W9rd\ astheamiUi^saoshifiereiecta^f %fat^ 
Let warm . sim^nty wmre aU pMOti^^ttilbi 
exertiooa for advaaotng^lhoinlaUectiaU vsmA^ 
and reUgious ch^iracter of oipr valued faenda*. 
Thus, aa well as by purticipatioR in .joy afl4 
sorrow, is atlachmeiit atnengthened and cnlKYm 
ened. While then am ddi|^t to baUave and 
proclaim the just deserts of tfaosR, whose piaiwi 
is musick to our ears, in referenoe to i^ 
powers and altainmems of their minds, as w«U 
as the good dispositions and amiable ^ualiUe) 
which they display ; let us above all other 
things be glad When in imdi we em claim the 
highest title for those we love, the reconciled 
friends, the obedient children of Goa>« 

And, finally, let all be included m the arms 
of our love who lave the trt^h as it ism Jesue^ 
and who hold Jast the blessed doctrines and 
hopes of hie gospel, waUnrig m neameee tf, 
Hfe^ and in new obedience^ Let the bonds of 
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Me Lofd^ mwjbi^^ om impiism% be strongto 
connect i»a»v&isri&/vit ofmteeaSmg in Chmt 
Juuu And let oo mifior diffa^ncesy in re- 
gavid'tO'tbesBjitaterioiis docliines of Us rdi- 
ghm, be allowed id alienee those who ure of 
OM &ae^ m • l^ Xom^ mif ^oM, members cm 
qfanoiher. Maf i<&ft An^ ^. Gf^> 6^ aimi-i 
dmify-simd €Amadi».<mr AaMifi £y «&f Hobf, 
Qh&fff*' "^ybcf fts more and nfcure teaah and 
sanctify all' the professed followers of the 
meek tn^) beneiEolent Saviour ; aninaate theni 
witii the spirit. of rafiehnmsy gqptkness^.and 
kuve ; txmte and tiN»e- mmy* ihey- tie enahjicd; 
Md dis^^osed to keep the unity - of the ^SpirH 
m the bonds &f peace ; and the God tf Iav0 
and peace be with all who kveour LordJems^ 
Christ in sincerity^ ..... 
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A HIGHLY valued christian fiiend iknd brother' 
has referred me to MelnoHifi Vot^ on Cicero'* 
Eiaay oo Fticndrii^ iyr womm o ummm t M oa 

tbe objection^ ayhiel tW» w|pe s and aho to 
a ▼alnable Sermon on the subjectt by Bishop 
Porteus. The former wiiter has been consultedi and 
is cordially recommended. £See N. LXIX. p. 433. 
8vo. ed. Lond. ia07.] The reader vill find much to 
admire in the Essay 6f the ^^iltet Roman oftmor oMT 
philosopher ; mid espociallf %lil be led to ^kMwl<> 
edge the blessing of divine, re velatiop^ by obeervii^; 
the defects in the moral precepts of tbe most en» 
lightened heathens. Melmoth notices a tract of {ki 
incomparable Jeremy Taylor/ ^ The ofiee« tsA 
measures of Frtendslup.** This truly great and 
good Bishop needs but 10 J)t named, to excite the 
most lively interest 
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« * , , 

^ SBek tte TRACE i^ the c%, afz^I |iray ttntd the 
' Lori for it : for in the peace thereof shall ye have 
peace** 

Of temporal blessings, Peace is usually 
and justly classed among the chief. It is 
inost favourable, if not essentially requisite, 
to happiness, imprDvement, and virtue, in 
families, churches, and communities. Cor- 
rectly understood, it neither implies nor in- 
cludes submission to ignominious vassallage, 
nor acquiescence under oppressive wrongs, 
by a people. As applies to the highest in- 
terests and duties, those which are connected 
with the means and institutions of religion, it 
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is as &r removed frpm the dug^pbufiii^iox- 
lous calm of lukewarmness and iodifferencet 
as from the stwrn of fanatick passion, and the^ 
whirlwind of controversial ragc» In doroestiiQli 
connexions, it. is not apathy xy^ insensttuUty^ 
but mutual forbearance, and kindness, wA 
love. ^^ Behold how gpod aod how pleasairt 
it is for brethren to dwell together in fnt^.^' 
** Better is a dry morsel,, and quietness tiiere- 
with, than a house full of sacrifices, witb 
strife.'*—." Is Christ divided ?" " We, faeini^ 
many, are one body inChrist." "Letthe^pwri 
of God rule in your hearts ;'' ^ speakteg ibe 
truth in love ;" " endeavourit^ to keep the 
unity of the spirit in the bond of peace.''. 
^* The fruit of righteousness is sown in pme^f 
of them that make peace." In the sublime. 
description of the Mess^h's character^ by 
^ the evangelical prophet," after a contrast of 
the joy and peace o£ his government wi|h ttm 
" battle of the warriour, which i^ with .a^ 
confused noise.andgarnseots rolled jus blood ;'' 
it is a^dcdt among other glorious tides aii4 
attributes, " his nam@ shall be CfiUed. Tbo . 
Prince of P? ace." , , 

It may suffiqe to have hinted the fgtp^al^ 
nature and effects of christian and social peace* 
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it mxppMCB zcA and fervour-^it qualifies 
and sanclifies these by meekness and charity. 

i pubiiek peace, which is chiefly intended for 
consideration^ it is scarcely necessary 
to obiorve, that by a conunon and natural 
figure, titts important part is often used for the 
mMe of the civil blesaings^ which nations en- 
joy. Iti its literal sense, it is indeed one of 
tibe choicest goods, which heaven confers on 
men* In its more extensive signification, it 
comprehends a regular and beneficial arrange- 
ment of aU the various parts of a political sys- 
tem ; their proper connexion and due bal- 
ance : jH^oceeding in some humble degree of 
fies^mblaBce to the order and harmony, which 
we behold with admiring and adoring awe, io 
the universe of God. 

To seek His counsel and blessing, in order 
to the enjoyment of this most desirable condi- 
t^n hr ourselves, our relatives, friends, and 
country, is a bounden duty of all ; it is the 
delist of Uie good and the pious. To refer 
to His approbation and direction, all the 
methods which are devised and pursued for 
this and every valuable design, is the dictate 
a£ nabiie, the impulse of sensibility, the law 
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of revelation. Ever to be praised and observ- 
ed, is the early practice of our excelleiit ^aai- 
cestors, of whom j in all the great features of 
moral and religious character^ ^'the IvoiM 
was not worthy ;'* to be gratefully acknowl- 
edged and devoutly imitated, is their excd- 
ient example, in this as in most respects, tf 
consecrating a day, at the opening and closing 
year, to special offices of religious' humiliatioQ 
and thanksgiving. 

We have assembled to ** pray unto the 
Lord, for the peace" of our beloved country ; 
to enquire by what methods we may hope to 
promote its real good ; ** that in its pcace^^ 
its safety and prosperity, ** we may have 
peace .•" " to seek of God a right way for us, 
and for our little ones, and for all our sub- 
stance ;" " to humble ourselves under his 
mighty hand ;" imploring his forgiveness, 
trusting in his goodness. From the text, thus 
understood, it seems natural to treat of the 
duty, grounds, and effects of real love of 
country. 

Patriotism, as well as friendship, has been 
proscribed, '^ because it not only falls short 
of^ but directly counteracts^ the extensive be- 
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nevidenee of our rdigioa/'* If this be true, 
my brethren, we must indeed, however diffi- 
cult the task, however painful the result, be- 
come " of no country, citizens of the world."* 
Though attachment to our native soil, and to 
our associates in its privileges, trials, and ex- 
pectations, be the social passion next in 
strength to those of kindred, affection, and 
amity ; yet wherein it interferes with the feel- 
ings and duties, enjoined by our Divine Mas- 
ter, it is to be reduced into subordination to 
His paramount authority. If it will not or 
cannot submit, and be indeed irreconcilably 
at enmity with his gof^pel, it must be aban- 
doned. If " father or mother, sister or broth- 
er," or the nearer and dearer companion, f9r 
whom these are left, or the friend that is as 
our own soulj may not be loved in any degree 
or way that defeats or opposes the claims of 
Jesus, on our supreme affection ; still less 
way remoter connexions^ as neighbours, ac- 
quaintance, and fellow country men« 

The inquiry, then, as deeply concerns us, as 
it is in itself important, whether the spheme of 
these cosmopolitans be the mere ^paradox of 
specious eloquence, or a system of sober rea- 

• Jenyns' [ntenial View, p. 39. 
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son. Nor will it, I trusty be deemed utisaita^ 
ble for discussion in this, place, on this occa- 
sion. If, as is my full conviction, it be aui 
incumbent obligation, to love oar o«in country 
more than others ; it must be beneficial to re- 
vive our sense of dut>> to animate our feelings 
of interest, on this, as on other portions of pi- 
ous and social virtue. Concerning this, as 
every requirement, we are liable on the one 
hand, to be forgetful or remiss. ; on the etheff 
to indulge foolish extravagance or ainoinal 
espcess. If, without this generous excite-* 
ment, man might become contracted by self 
love, or confine his regards and efforts within 
the narrow bounds <tf home and kindred ; 
when this becomes a ruling passion, is allow- 
ed to engross the soul, and exei eke unqontrol* 
ted sway, it may stimulate to the wiUeirt 
schemes, the wicked^t enterprizes. Inflam- 
ed by the kwe of aggrandisemenl and wealthy 
it has armed multitudes for conquest or phin* 
der. It has goaded on unprincipled ambitiov 
tnr lay waste Ae wcM'td for dominion, or even 
more hateful avarice to ravage it for spoil. 
• A further motive for attending to this sub- 
ject, at this time, acises from the peculiar state 
and prospects of our country. The calami- 
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tous condition, to which it is reduced ; the 
course of pubfick measures, which, Ufider 
providence, has occasioned the aggravated 
evils under which it groans ; the character, 
as respects talents, wisdom, and virtue of 
many of those men who govern the national 
councils, and are delegated to the most im- 
portant trusts ; the nature of those expeii* 
meats, on whieh they appear infant; the 
schemes; ii^ whkh they persist, seemingly in- 
sensible, certainty regardtess, of the wneldied- 
Bess which they have produced, and ^ roan 
lliey thrtoleii, and in dtspite of die failime 
of their projects, both of active aggression and 
plosive restriction : these, and isniittteraUe 
other humfliatiog and distf^ssiiig cifpunuicaa* 
oes in our recent history j m wtUas woekftid 
apprehensions, and pr^xiUe oaleuhKims, of 
what h yet meditated against us ; aH hare a 
powerful tendency to break dowa the 8|»nt 
of patriotism. When the baric, in vriiiek is 
. deposited a nation^s honoiftr and treasure, Sa 
wafted by propitious gales, and rides trium- 
phant on a prosperous sea, it is eai^ to ft¥ow, 
as it is natural to feel deBght tltat it is our's. 
—Wisdom guides the helm ; integrhy aod 
piety animate the commander, his advisers, 
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and assistants ; honour is indeKbly inscribed 
on the banners ; valour nerves the arm, and 
union enlivens the heart, of the band of broth- 
ers, whom it' bears in safety artd to glory* 
Who does not glow with honest pride and 
generous satisfaction ; who is not elevated 
with religious gratitude, enjoying the privileg- 
es and Wessings of such an allotment ? While 
confidence is justly reposed in the capacity 
and fidelity of legislators, and while magis- 
trates ride in theJharo/God and for the good 
of man j the cheerful aspect of cot^tentment 
afid comMrt, the glad acclamations of prosper- 
ity and Happiness, are the true heralds V)f a 
people's warm attachment, the certain pledges 
of their ready services, to their country. — ^But 
wherithe reverse of all this is experienced, ti>e 
opposite cficets are to be expected, > FoHy 
and iniquily are in high places. A series of 
collocated and mysterious operations are 
commenced and prosecuted, which have no 
discermble tendcticy to eflfect the great objecfe 
of extcrnirf security and internal advantage. 
Incapacity in many of the publick officers is 
apparent, and 'corruption in same, Is deeply 
feared or firmly believed ; publick burden^ 
2x^ accumulated, without any asceitained or 
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easily ccoiceived mcessity, and even ior pur* 
poses which by far thp greater pact oi tboee, 
on whom the presstire acts most severely, re- 
gard as unJQStifiable and pernicious* la 
proportion to the rapacious demands, tt^ won- 
ted sources are closed^ from which the means 
of answering the exacticms might be providr 
ed ; as the tale of bricks is multiplied, the 
supply of straw is withholden. Petitions for 
redress are contemned ; remonstrances against 
oppression are denounced as ^^ tnaral treascmJ*^ 
Patience long bears and hopes ; . but is at 
last exhausted : the appeal is made to heavea 
—but I forbear. Why pursue the painful 
detail ? Would that its tints were borrowed 
from fiction or fancy ! 

It is not the purpose tto arouse indignation,, 
against the authdirs d wr calamities, but to 
revive the feelings, we should still oberisb^ 
and the duties, we ever owe to our eommont. 
country. It is cBough to have hinted that 
no disappointment of our hopes^respc^ting its 
honour and rectitude ; no misfortanes, or eri. 
rours, or su&rii^S| into which it falla ; no dc* 
privations or injuries, to which we are subject* 
ed in connexion with it, can wholly absolve 
us from its claims. T^ f^lurcy oaok ope j^rt,. 
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in fulfilling a positive moral oUigation, can- 
not justify, if it may palliate, neglect on the 
other. The unkind, the improvident, the 
cruel, the abandoned parent may not be de- 
serted, in the hour of need, by those, whom 
God and nature have bound by filial ties. A 
good child will mourn and grieve over the 
aberrations of one, who should bea^guide^and 
a pattern. All the strong ligaments, by which 
.gratitude and affection wotild fasten sticH a 
one to a father and mother, tteat proved indeed 
the friends and hewers they ought to be to 
their offspring, will not, cannot exist ; when, 
instead of oarefulness is manifested indH^r- 
cnce, instead of aid and counsel in the course 
of wisdom and virtue, is experienced i^glect^ 
or even a corrupt example, if not ^e institting 
of bad princi\Jes. In a word> When the in* 
numerable solicitudes and services, which 
should be felt and rendered, arc not ch^u^d 
nor given ; but, on the contrary, the charge, 
which instinct impeh, ^nd providence has 
guided, all animals to fuMl, is disregaurded, and 
the m0ti\n?s oT reason, the commands ci reve* 
lation, whith enforce on man the parental du- 
' ties, are slighted ; it may not be that the same 
respect, and revertoce, and estx^em, as well as 
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fond affection shall be cherished, m w^n 
judgment approves and sanctions, what the 
heart spontaneously indulges. The parallel, 
is believed, exactly to apply to the sentiments 
and evidences of patriotism.. In reference to 
strangers, individuals or countries, we select 
for ^vourites those that are deserving. £s* 
teem is entertained, attachmient glows, for 
those who are found worthy, wd are disposed 
to enter into the sacred endearments of friend- 
sbip. Such as attract us, by amiable and ex- 
cellent qualities, who pay us kind attentbns, 
who render us important benefits, we love with 
special fervour and sincerity, distinct from, 
and no way interfering but rather cooperating* 
wid), the bf nevoknce that is due to mankind. 
So of communities^ other than our own,, we 
admire tbe^culUv^ors and pfomoters of wis* 
dom and the arts ; the virtuous, and gene- 
rous, and brieve ; the intelligent and sober ad- 
vocates of sound morals and piety« We re* 
spect the magnanimous defenders of the 
rights, and liberties, and social order of the 
world, against that colossal power, Praised be 
the Almighty, fcM* the hopefu) prospect that it 
will soon be crumbled to piece?. ! which has 
for years armed ks myriads for universal piU 
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lage and cqnquest. We venerate ^^ the nation, 
which for many generations has been the but- 
work of the Religion we profesis ;"* the de- 
fence^under the great "Head of the Church,*' of 
protestant reformed Christianity ; the instru- 
ment in His hand of diffusing the Sacred 
Scriptures through the remotest regions of the 
earth, and transfusing them into the various 
languages, in which man expresses his wants 
and gratitude. We love those persons, and 
societies^ who merit our love. From our 
parents and our country it may not be with« 
holden, although it be not entirely deserved, 
Filial and patriotick duties are a pleasure, 
what their obfcct is truly worthy of unhesita- 
ting confidence, unqualified love. But they 
may not be refused, when the case is other- 
wise. " This is thankworthy, if a man, for 
conscience toward God, endure grief, su&f*' 
ing wrongfully." As allegiance, without.any 
doubt, is unalienable ; so is it an irreversible 
)aW of nature, that man in a social state mu^ 
iretain and display an interest in that connexion 
with his country, which he cannot dissolve. 
He may not shut up his sensibilities, nor re- 

* HU ExccQ^cy Gaubb JSraoii«» ia his most admirable Proc- 
kmation for & F«it, 23 July 18129*-«Dt ««mmmiI of t^ wicted 
•war. 
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press his compassion, nor refuse all service ; 
even though the course of conduct be such, as 
his judgment and conscience must condemn.* 
To the positive, are superadded many mo- 
ral considerations, which enforce the love of 
country. This may indeed be contemplated 
as but an extension of the great principle of 
love of kindred ; and all, which might be urg- 
ed in justification and enforcement of domes- 
tick affections, would apply to patriotism, 
though, it is acknowledged, in a degree some- 
what diminished. It is not so absolutely 
necessary, as are filial, fraternal, conjugal, and 

* The obligation now considerei* and the tendency of aa 
unjust system of policy to weaken its force, cannot be better 
expressed than in the oracular words of the first and favomrite 
orator of New-England. On whattopick, indeed, of civil wis* 
dom are not the most eloquent, and, what is far higher praise, 
the most sound, and Jnst, and virtuous maxims to be found ia 
the works of that enhghtened and upriglit statesman, sincere 
&iki pure patnovezejnplary man. and christian. When tho 
threatening prospect of a breach of pubitck faith drew him, 
from the chamber of disease, to his seat among^ the national 
representatives, he raised his voice, thanks to an overruling 
Frovidence, not then without effect ;' and gave, as it seemed, a " 
dylog testimony against our nation's violating its good faith. . 
•• It would not merely demoralize mankind ; it tends to dis- 
• * solve that myslerions chai»ro which attracts individuals to • 
•* the nation. And to inspire in its stead a repulsive sense of 
** shame and disgust. Kvery good citizen makes his coim- 
** ti7's honour his own, and cherishes it not only af precious, 
*' but as sacred. In a country odious in the eyes of strangers 
"and dishonoured in his own, he ^ould blush for his 
'* patriotism if he retained any. He w«uld be a banished 
<* man in his natir««Umfk'* 

Works of FisiiSA Amks. p. 82, 3. Speech on Brit. treaty. 
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parental regards ; but the various arguments 
from reason, by which these are supported, 
the precepts of experience,- whi6h concur in 
enjoining them, with all the laws of revelation, 
by which they are sanctioned, may fairly be 
extended to involve this larger affection. 
Most of what was said, in a late discourse, in 
behalf of friendship, as necessary for the aid Of 
#ur weakness, and valuable for thiie enlarge* 
ment of our means and motives ib usefuliie^s, 
k sCric% appltoable to tte present subject. 
This dtscufisi(»i k not merely related closely 
to that, but is intended as a continuation of it, 
in defending these allowable and incumbent 
afiections. Of the two, if the distinction can 
easily be made, patriotism is the more oblig- 
atory ; for it is involuntary and unavoidable. 
He, who cherishes not the other, is not so hap* 
py nor souseful,.as he would be in its exercise ; 
he, who never imbibed or has renounced this, 
denies an imperative obligation, and thus vi<^ 
lates one of the perfect rights of others. 

To the land of our nativity we owe a debt, 
for the protection afforded before we were 
conscious of the boon. If, in the organization 
of most forms of artificial society, children 
are not regarded as directly objects of publick 
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assistance and provision ;, yet, in fact, the civil 
institutions, under which any one is born, are 
the guarantee of all the comfort and quiet of 
domestick life. Vain were the effort of the 
immediate superintendent of childhood, if 
publick law gave no security for publick or- 
der. This is indeed the high and the strong 
fence, whieh shelters,while it encloses, the nur- 
sery of future citizens ; and which they are 
bound to maintain and fortify, to repair and 
embellish, that it may continue to subserve 
its essential and beneficent purposes. 

This first obligation becomes more tender 
and impressive^ by the infinite attractions of 
the associations of early years. What eye 
but glistens with delight, as it rests on the 
scene of infantile sports, and juvenile exploits, 
and discipline, and study f Who but has 
in gladness hailed with the poet, the places, 

*' Where once his careless childhood strayed, 
-» A stranger yet to pain." 

The heart beats quick as memory calls up 
its first yearnings after a friend ; and the first 
pure aspirations of a tenderer sentiment ; — 
or it sinks at the revived impression, that the 
objects of fondest regard, of most endeared 
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attachment, there once acted and enjoyed. 
This incidental allusion leads to the hold, 
which a country has on the hearts of its virtu- 
. ous inhabitants, because it is the place of the 
sepulchres of their ancestors. The patriarchs 
Jacob and Joseph, when dying, " gave com- 
mandment concerning their bones*' : •* Bciry 
us not in Egypt ; we will lie with our Jaih- 
ers.^^ — How do we sympathize in the strong 
emotions of the venerable BarziHai, who at 
the age of fourscore could not be induced, by 
royal entreaty, to go up to the comforts, and 
conveniences, and delights of Jerusalem : — 
" Let thy servant, I pray thee, turn back again 
tbat I may die in my owh eky ; and be buri^ 
ed by tl^ grm^ ofmyjktksr and my mother J^'^ 
The duftt^ vAA&h was oiK^e ammalcd with the 
iiptell^fOK^, by which we were instructed, 
and with thf^ good a&ctkms, by which we 
were embraced, has. inexpressible value. We 
cannot, if we would, we may not, if we could, 
^htdicate this powerful sentiment. The 
shades of the departed ^Ma to rise from the 
cemetery, and hover round the region, whose 
forests yielded to their toil, and became bloom- 
ing gardens and fruitful fields ; whose cities 
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rose by their skill, and were made honourable 
and happy by their prospective wisdom in 
founding institutions for education and piety ; 
whose valour defended, whose counsels guid- 
ed« whose virtues honoured, whose faith bles- 
sed, the places in which, while their memories 
live, their bones moulder to dust. 

We . are brought to consider the civil and 
sacred establishments of a counti:y, with their 
influences in formii^ character and promo- 
ting happiness, as grounds of patriotism. The 
means and opportunities of instruction it fur* 
nishes ; the laws, ^by wittch it secures the 
persons and possessions of each, and leagues 
all together for mutual defence smd help ; the 
principles, manaers, and habits, which co<^. 
erate with the institutions of civil polity, to 
preserve the publick order and advance the 
common weal ; these, and all which goes to 
encourage and protect individual enterprizc 
and industry, and to constitute general iSecuri^ 
ty and prosperity ; to promote virtue, tntegrif 
ty, aind happiness, and render a nation respec«> 
table and respected : these are the considerai- 
tions, which, if they do not oHginate, strength* 
en, and justify, and confirm, a genuine patrl* 
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ot's attachment to his country. It is not so 
much that its air breathes the mild fragrance 
of the tropicks,orthe salubrious temperature of 
the middle zones, or that it braces the spirits 
and strength with the air of its mountains ; 
not that its vallies echo with more numerous 
herds, or that its hills are whke with richer 
fleeces, or that its plains present a more abun- 
dant harvest ; that its cities rise in greatet 
splendour, or extend to a larger circumfer- 
ence, and include more numerous and afflu- 
ent inhabitants, than most or all others^ 
These, and : various other constituents of 
grandeur and wealth, although when combin- 
ed with moral and political considerations 
they serve to give vigour and energy to the 
feelings of patriotism, yet do not in any pro- 
porttonate degree excite or nurture it, as the 
freedom and protection, which are secured by 
its constitutions and administration of gov- 
ernment ; its Iteme of just and equitable 
provision for defence and quiet ; its counte- 
nance and encouragement of industry, in aH 
the methods which, in a well ordered com- 
ftidnwealth, enterprize, when unrestrained, wifi 
discover and pursue ; above all, its cherish- 
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ing the purest and noblest sentiments of vir- 
tue and rightjBouswf^, When a country is 
governed in uprightoess, and . with enlighteu* 
ed and honourable regard >o the real iiopbur 
4nd welfare of the whole communitv : when 
Uie rulers are ** niinisters of God for good," 
^d the ruled are subject with a conscien-? 
tious feeling of duty and interest, not merely 
from few or for wrath ^ — when the scat of 
justice is clean and its sword bright; — a terror 
mfy to evil doer^j the defence of right ; when 
the influence of a discreel; and pious educa^ 
lion is to be traced through all the depart* 
ments of a community^*— in the general infor- 
mation, and rectitude, and sobriety of the peo- 
ple : when the temples of Jehovah are the re- 
sort of devout multitudes, who in rational and 
fervent hiomage acknowledge their depend- 
ence and obligaii<Mis ; then is the transport of 
patriotick attachment most elevated, and best 
founded. 

Such is a very rapid view of the nature and 
foundation of love of country. If, as of 
friendship, it must be allowed, that it have no 
positive and direct enforcement from the 
scriptures, yet it is believed to be abundantly 
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authorized by their general spirit, and by ua- 
avoidable inferences from numerous specifick 
precepts, in regard to mc^ and sdciaL 4uty^ 
It might be objected to any qijotations from 
the constitution of the kii^^m pf Israel, tibat 
they liad a confiaed> locaI„ and temporary 
meaning and force. No stress therefore will 
be laid on the many exhortations and com* 
mands, whic^ refer t# ^e powers ahd iJbtt/es of 
the judges and kings un^erthe the theocmcr* 
But it is pleaded that magi^traey is from God^ 
and consequently that the sOQi^ cc^^fipaet is to 
be viewed as a part of his diselpUite, fKom 
those words of the wise, man ; >*^By ine kmg$ 
reig?i» and princes decree justice ; . by me prim 
ces rule, and ncl)les,eveA all the judges of the 
earth.'* " I'he throne is establkh^. by righ* 
teousness." " When the righte;^ are in 
authority, the people ;rejoice_ ; but when the 
wicked beareth rule, the people mourn.'* 
Again and again does the pious Psalmist .pout 
out the fervour of pious and patriotipk suppli- 
cations and wishes. — " Oh visit me with thy 
salvation, that I may see the good of thy chos- 
en, that I. may rejoice in the gladness of thy 
nation, that I may glory in thine inheritance." 
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'* Pray ft)r the peace of Jerusalem : they shall 
prosper that love thee.^' " If I forget thee, 
O Jerusalem, let my right hand forget her curi- 
ning. If I do not remember thee, let my 
tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth, if I pre- 
fer not Jerusalem above my chief joy.*' But it 
were easy to multiply similar thoughts, to al- 
most any extent, from the old testament. Ih 
the neu^, of many, a very few must suffice. 
** He loved our nation," is recorded as an 
flonourable trait, in the' character of a worthy 
centurion. — *' Render to Caesar the things 
that be Caesar's," is the counsel and eommarid . 
of hitn, who himself, " when he beheld the 
devoted cityj wept over it, saying, If thou 
faadst known, even thou at least in this thy 
day, the things which belong unto thy peace !" 
It is full time to advert to some of the most 
important effects, or the best e vidences^ of pat- 
riotism. Let no one suppose that this is a» 
virtue, only to be displayed by a few of the 
master minds among men ; Aat k needs 
great powers and great occasions for its dis- 
play ; that it is only or chiefly to be exhibit* 
ed on a great theatre, and by the actors of the 
principal parts in the drama of human affairs ^r 
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that the great bulk of the world are but tolls- 
ten to its expressions, or be the spectators of 
its operations. Far otherwise ! ^ It is as 
necessary for the humblest as the highest ; for 
the private as the publick station. Its duties, 
and the benefits it secures, are to be perform- 
ed^and sought, as well by the subject as the 
sovereign, by the peasant as the prince. Un- 
less, indeed, it be generally diffused and opera- 
tive, vain in a great degree will be the exer- 
tions, to which it may stimulate a few gene» 
rous spirits. For a community long to retain 
liberty or enjoy prosperity, the body must be 
soimd and healthful ; and every limb and 
member perform its regular and appropriate 
offices. In a sober and industrious pursuit 
of our respective callings, in cultivating the 
useful arts^ in endeavouring to promote 
knowledge, in countenancing and encouraging 
the me^ns of virtue and piety, in the upright 
and unbiassed exercise of the right of suf* 
frage; in these, among other ways, may and 
ought each one to prove, that he *^ seeks the 
peace of the nation, while he prays to God for 

it." 

^ ]Publick prosperity and happiness is the ag* 

gregate of personal ; social of individual. 
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The man that fills up, according to his best 
discretion, the sphere in which his lot is ar- 
ranged, by the course of providential events ; 
who exerts his utmost powers and influence to 
increase the stock of national wealth, and es- 
pecially by honesty and purity, contributes a 
full share to the national honour and charac- 
ter : such an one shall be owned and valued as 
a triK patriot, when neglect and contempt are 
4he deserved portion of the noisy demagogue, 
who, neglecting his appropriate duties, is eager 
to instruct others in their rights, or enforce 
their allegiance ; who, himself the slave of his 
» interests or passions, professes to be ever 
watchful for the liberties of those, who arc 
contented under a good government ; or is 
ready to compass sea and land i\f make prose- 
lytes to corruption, under tyranny ; and would 
spy out and expose every one, that crouches 
not in silence under a despot's rule. 

Lriterature and science, the necessary, the 
ornamental, and useful arts, raise nations in 
the scale of glory. These each should seek 
to advance. Those who are gifted with in- 
genuity, who have a taste for improvement, 
and possess the means, by applying them to real 
, utility or innocent elegance ; such as liiay not 
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Ifaemiiives existiy by c«iMi4blitti% to approve 
«[id rtward meritorious exettions ; dius re* 
specdvely answer the olaiiiis of a country on 
ks diiklren. To patronisse genius, endo\# 
sehodb, and higher seminaries for the ad- 
vancement of knowledge, human and divine, 

* 

is also one" most probable means, by the bles-i 
sing of heaven, to secure an enlightened, and 
virtuous, and pious succession of worthies, to 
fiU the important departments in church and 
afate. Having such, all who truly love their 
country will ^eek that they be employed for 
the good of society, in places of trust and au- 
thority. Party busies itseff in advancing its 
fevourites to office : often those who have been 
its flatterennj. or will be its tools. Well 
^MTOcipled t)'itriofism directs its eyes; iind 
gives its voice, for the ** faithful of the land'* to 
«erve it — ^for men " fearing God, hating cov- 
ctousness," who " love the truth and peace." 
It lends all Its influence to the support of the 
fright T)oliey which wisdom projects and' 
integrity executes : is candid and temperate 
in canvassing the claims of men and meas* 
«res : but is resolute indefence'of its rights. 
'W^imgto ftilfil the obTigations, it remembers 
^ privileges whieh belong to moral and so- 
cial beings ; and views the tame surrender of 



tlie ch^tered freedom wherewith '^ die God 
9f the spirits of all flesh'' hath made his ration- 
al o£fspri];^yr^i — :as. ingratiiiide to his hcav«' 
cuily Sovereign, and treachei;y to his fellow 
subjects. After all, Piety is the oris^ni^.ev«i 
idepc^^ as of every great ^ good cpi^ty wA 
principle, so of that whijsh has mm very imA 
perfectly, but with the hope Qod wish of util. 
ity, been exhibited. With this commenced, 
with this closes, the disQUSsuK)n. — ^Pray to God 
for your country .: for its p^ce ;iad freedom, 
for its ijuprovement and hon^^i for its virtue 
and religion. — ^Be ^yrey as respects.your per- 
sonal and collective interest^ thj^. tlK>se enter- 
prizes and purposes, wluch you. cannot con- 
scientiously commit to the divine care, and 
for which you cpnnot venture to hope, and 
dare not implore th^ diyine approbaticui and 
favour, will not prosper. Are we not irre- 
sistibly compelled to distrust not chiefly the pol*. 
icy, but the justice of that course of measures, 
On which we know many of the most sincere and 
fervent worshippers of Jehovah do not, cannot 
intercede for bis beqedictipn. It has no( 
been, and b npt xny- purpose to ojbtrude the 
expression of views and feelings, irritatiog or 
wounding to any good mind. But is it not 4 



5t 09 ^ATRIOfltfl. 

6ct, too plain to be coixsealed, wiiy then need 
any hesitation be felt in declaring^ that in the 
contest in which for near two yeaiB oor onot 
happy country has been involvedy by Sir the 
grealer portion of suppliants, in publiek and 
secret^ have not been emboldened wiA trust to 
iftiplo/e the smiles of the Lord df hosts, thC 
God of armies ? Is it weak supers^ti<m it 
believe that not only, nor chiefly, hi^ve the 
successive disgraces and losses, that have aU 
tended its gres^ euy^erprizes^ arisen from tfa« 
imbeeility or disunion of lis managers ;--^but 
that it w^9 of equivocal or unjust character f 
True it i$» tliat accounts ate occasionally cir* 
eulated of meetioga to aj^rov^ of the prinoL^ 
pie, and apologize for die miunagemeht of tbi6> 
then t^tned, " necessary and lawful war. -? 
But such spectacksy all know, are as falla* 
eious demcmstrations of the real so^timents of 
many who take a part in them ; as they are 
prepared with ease by tiie managers. The 
real merits of the controversy, if indeed there 
can be a question on this point, is rested wil- 
lingly here. Is this war, and are * its authors, 
abettors, and conductors^ commended with 
unwavering reliance on its innocence apd rec- 
titode, to the throne of grace ? Do we from 
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the heart feel filial confidence to ask of the 
Almighty for its success, in laying waste a 
neighbouring territory ; and scattering fire 
and the sword among those, who have before 
lived and loved as brethren ? From what 
number of the churches of Jehovah does the 
weekly sacrifice ascend,freighted with petitions 
or thanks for victory ? In w4iat number of 
domestick temples does the daily offering arise, 
from the fireside altar, or the closet, accom- 
.panied by a devout conviction that we con- 
tend for self-defence, or with perfect justice', 
for substantial rights ? 

I have done. Gracious God, pardon and 
save us ! " Help, Lord ! %r vain is the help 
of man !" Remember for us thy formerloving 
kindness ; dispose all hearts rightly to receive 
thy favours. Impress us deeply with a sense 
of thy sovereignty, and our dependence ! — 
Humble and reclaim us, by what we are call- 
ed to suffer ; — and make us meet for the 
mercies we implore. Let us vet rejoice as in 
times past, and be glad in thy Tielp and deliv- 
erance ! Oh, that he would hear and grant 
our petition •• for the peace of our nation — 
That in its peace we may have peace.'* 



AMEN, — 






